
Campaign Kick-Off to Victory 

Talking Points  
Tips 

• Establish rapport with the audience using humor first—then discuss the issues  
• Get to the point, quickly 
• Create a sound bite—not a monologue  
• Use a conversational tone—points should be written they way people talk  
• Engage the audience to relate to your story—get them on your side 
• Identify the problem, define your solution, state how or why the opponent is the problem, 

not the solution—create a rallying cry 
o Provide an alternative, don’t be a rejectionist  
o Signpost the issues: “Here are the three things I want to talk about…” 

• Recall a famous quote and use it in the middle or closing  
• End strong with a ‘Call to Action’—energize your base—and set a goal  

An Opportunity: Responsible Government  

• During the June Primary, it became clear that we’re at a turning point in California politics. 
It’s true, the newly drawn 43rd District has given us an opportunity to go to Sacramento 
and institute some sound policies. But more importantly, and why I’m here today—the 
June Primary was a loud and clear message from the constituents that they’re tired of 
irresponsible government. And boy, do I agree with them! 

• Everywhere I go in our district, people are unhappy with the job our state legislature is 
doing. For decades, broken politics in Sacramento has put us on a collision course with 
bankruptcy.  At the same time, instead of being fiscally more responsible, Governor 
Jerry Brown has raised taxes, worked with the legislature to cut funds from public 
education, and, believe it or not—Mike Gatto, our representative in the State Assembly, is 
adding fuel to the fire by ignoring the issues of his constituents, and asking his colleagues 
for a pay raise. Surprised? Don’t be…its business as usual and I’m here to help change 
that.  

Our Work Begins: Economic/Jobs Message 

• First, we need to attract for businesses to California by reducing the burdensome tax 
measures that reduce their ability to grow. This will help us get back to work and make 
California more business-friendly. Second, and this isn’t a Republican or Democrat 
issue, it’s a common sense issue – we must work together to stop all Job Killer and 
Economic Barrier assembly bills. If you look at my opponents voting record, you’ll 
know very quickly that he doesn’t seem to agree with bi-partisan solutions.   

o Mike Gatto is busier worrying about license plate graphics, and less concerned 
about being an advocate for small business owners who frankly, could care 
less about the designs of their license plates as they hang Out of Business 
signs on their store windows.   

My Experience: Education 

• My opponent has claimed he’s an educator (sarcastically)—an odd contrast to his lame 
duck approach on behalf of our schools.  

• Instituting more efficient measures and focusing on working with the community and 
local businesses will need to be the first step. Uncontrolled spending and fiscal 
malpractice, the kind Gatto seems to like so much, has made California 49th in per-



student public education funding. But its not about aggressive spending, its about 
balancing the check book so we can alleviate the burden on our schools, stimulate the 
economy, and build a system that works – not just today, but for years to come. The 
future of our children depends on it. 

• I know firsthand what it takes to repair California’s schools. For the past 11 years, I’ve 
served as a member and past President of the Glendale Board of Education—where 
we managed to introduce fiscally responsible policies that have made Glendale’s school 
some of the best in district.  

• My wife Christine, a school teacher in the Burbank Unified School District, reminds me 
every single day the importance of a responsible government that cares about the 
future of the next generation—the boys and girls who will grow into the men and women 
of America, who will go out into the marketplace and compete in the global economy. I 
don’t know about you – but I think it’s about time we became number one again.  

In Closing: The Golden State  

• Guys, with November right around the corner, don’t you think it’s about time we unite and 
force Sacramento to pay attention?  Don’t you think it’s time that we finally send a loud 
and clear message to Mike Gatto, Jerry Brown, and the rest of the status quo that from 
now on, whether you like it or not, Californians (Republican, Democrat, Armenian, 
Asian, Latino), are no longer interested in empty promises and broken leadership. I 
say we show them, at the ballot box, and like the California Grizzly that adorns our state’s 
flag, we’re no longer in hibernation and we’ve woken up to the reality that now, more than 
ever (pause)…VICTORY IS IN SIGHT!  

• Thank you for joining me. God Bless the State of California and God Bless the United 
States of America.  


