
 

 

JIM RUSSELL RACING DRIVERS SCHOOL 
FACT SHEET 

     
History:                In 1957, British racing champion Jim Russell founded the racing school industry 

and created what is now known as the Jim Russell Racing Drivers School. His 
school was the world’s first training facility for racing drivers, and has since 
graduated thousands of motor enthusiasts each year.  Today, the Jim Russell 
Racing Drivers School teaches people from all walks of life the fine art of motor 
racing, leading many to successful careers in the sport of racing.  

 
Philosophy: The Jim Russell Racing Drivers School understands that sitting behind the 

wheel of a racecar is expensive. With that in mind, we ensure that every 
moment spent on the track is extremely productive. Just like in professional 
racing, there are no throwaway laps and the goal is to maximize time spent to 
improve performance in the FJR-50. The proprietary curriculum at the Jim 
Russell Racing Drivers School is designed to bring drivers to speed much more 
quickly than other schools, deeply engraining fundamentals early so that later 
sessions are spent bonding with the car and track.  

 
The Car: The FJR-50 (Formula Jim Russell-50 Years) has gone through an extensive 

evaluation process in its development.  Based on the Lola Formula 3 model, 
which won the German Recaro F3 Championship in 2006, the FJR-50 meets all 
of the global standards for a Formula 3 race car. Unlike most driving schools, 
which still use designs from 30 years ago, the FJR-50 is a modern race car 
designed specifically to take students through a speedy development phase. 
FIA Formula 3 crash tested, the FJR-50 is also one the safest cars on the 
planet.   

 
Address:  Turn 1, Infineon Raceway 

29355 Arnold Drive 
Sonoma, CA 95476 

 
Phone:    Toll free:  1.800.733.0345  
     
Web site:   www.jimrussellusa.com 
 
 
 



 

 

Jim Russell Racing Drivers School features 10 courses:     
         
 Highway Survival ($549) 

The Jim Russell Highway Survival program is designed for teen drivers or drivers 
that want to build their confidence behind the wheel. Jim Russell's staff of 
professional instructors takes the time to carefully build a foundation of driver 
skills and confidence.  As a bonus, the four-hour course time can be applied to 
the 60-hour pre-license driving time required for minors. The Jim Russell 
Highway Survival Course is dedicated to teaching safe, advanced driving 
techniques to students of all ages and abilities.  Backed by more than 50 years of 
teaching experience, the unique behind-the-wheel program will teach skid control 
and recovery, optimal braking techniques, accident avoidance and emergency 
maneuvers and precision driving in close quarters. 

 
High Performance ($995) 
Think of how much you’ve invested in your sports car. Why not invest time to 
learn how to get the most out of it. The Jim Russell High Performance Course 
explores what a sportscar can do on an actual racetrack. No stoplights. No 
speed limits.  Just an unbelievable opportunity for those who love driving and 
want to become expert drivers in their own high performance cars. Whether 
you’re into autocrossing, rallying or just touring the open roads, this course is 
designed for you.  

 
Formula Russell Track Induction Program ($795) 

 This introductory program is the best way for an aspiring racer to get on track 
fast with an open wheel Formula Russell car. The half-day program teaches the 
student fundamental car control techniques, and offers on-track time giving the 
student the best mix of in-class theory and practical training from behind the 
wheel.  The course is designed to give the racer a feel for what they can expect 
in our higher formula cars (FJR-50) as they progress to our more advanced 
courses.  It also offers the student the ability to have one-on-one coaching from 
one of the professional instructors, and it all takes place at the Infineon Raceway, 
one of the most demanding road courses in the world. 
 



 

 

Grand Prix Masters Program ($2,495) 
The Grand Prix Masters program is the fastest way to get behind the wheel of an 
FJR-50. The program is designed for those that have always have wanted to 
drive a racecar. The FJR-50, a state-of-the-art formula car based on the 
championship winning Lola Formula 3 car, is only available at the Jim Russell 
Racing Drivers School.  Participants are introduced to the track by a professional 
driver who shows the racing line and reference points around the track. The day-
long session is highlighted by lapping sessions on Infineon Raceway, one of the 
most challenging tracks in North America.   

 
Test Day ($3,095) 
For the Jim Russell Championship Series competitor, this is one of the most 
valuable practice sessions. A day of open testing is designed to let qualified 
drivers hone their skills.  This day includes four open sessions, and prepares the 
experienced FJR racer for the upcoming season. 
 
Data Masters Course -1 Day ($3,295) 

 Technical partner Pi Resarch has equipped the data cars with an extensive array 
of data collection equipment that includes the state-of-the-art Vids 2 system. 
Extensive data overlay with the target driver (instructor) who is capable of lap 
record pace around the track insures that no lost time is left undiscovered. Data 
will be discovered, defined and eradicated systematically starting with seconds, 
then tenths, then hundredths of a second to ensure drivers are maximizing their 
time on the track. 
 
School of Racing- 2 Day ($3,995) 
This two-day long course is the stepping stone that prepares drivers for 
Advanced School of Racing by providing the theory necessary to explore the 
limits of the car.  The emphasis is on vehicle dynamics, car control and seat time. 
The curriculum also addresses race craft, the psychology of a winning racing 
mind and includes the track time and exercises that ensure the process is 
effective and completely absorbed. A driver completing the Drivers School will be 
capable and confident and have the mindset and skills of a competitive racing 
driver.   
  



 

 

School of Racing-3 Day ($4,795) 
The course is designed as the three-day introduction to racing or as the next step 
in improving the skills of a race car driver. Completion of this course enables the 
student to obtain a competitive racing license.  It is similar in course content to 
the two-day program but adds even more track time. 
 
Advanced School of Racing-3 Day ($5,495) 
The Advanced School of Racing course gets down to the business of teaching 
the skills and techniques to drive a race car to the limit at the extremely 
challenging 2.52 mile Infineon Raceway.  By providing ample seat time and 
several exercises, this advanced course helps familiarize drivers with the art of 
racing and competing.  Racing exercises includes: passing, starting, race craft, 
drafting, and tire management. The course culminates with the participants 
completing two races, including standing starts. You can be assured that when 
you complete this course you are officially a racing driver! 
 
Jim Russell Championship Series ($83,960) 
The Jim Russell Championship Series is the official racing series of the Jim 
Russell Racing Drivers School. The series has been designed to foster and 
identify talent from the pool of graduates and competitors. The emphasis in the 
series is on value. The Jim Russell philosophy is that a career in motorsports 
should be as merit-based as possible, not purely a financial equation. The 
Championship Series has two competition classes: The Championship Class, for 
drivers aged 15 – 29 years, and The Masters Class, for drivers aged 30 – 65 
years. 
 
Jim Russell Competitors participate in several development opportunities, 
including: 
 
Evolution Program 
The main focus of the Evolution Program is on continuous improvement in the 
racing driver’s on-track performance through analysis of driving style and 
associated skills. Further elements of the program include the development of 
the skills needed by a modern racing driver, which includes: driving skills, vehicle 
dynamics, driver / engineer relationship, data acquisition, tire technology, racing 
strategy, racing tactics, nutrition and fitness, sports psychology, media training 
and sponsorship. 
 



 

 

Data Acquisition 
The FJR-50 has been fitted with an integrated state-of-the-art Pi Research data 
acquisition system. All registered drivers receive a copy of their on-board data 
and also a personal copy of Pi viewing software suitable for Windows 98 or 
higher.  Driver coaches review and discuss the data after each session. 
 
Testing 
Drivers must prepare for the upcoming race season by attending the mandatory 
pre-season test. This test will take place on the practice day prior to the first race 
weekend. The purpose of this test is to review all safety procedures, ensure 
proper HANS and driver fitments, review event procedures, and establish 
incident and accident policies. 
 
Race Weekend 
The Jim Russell Championship Series season comprises of 16 races.  The first 
day in the two day competition includes: 30 minutes practice session, 30 minutes 
qualifying session and a 30 minute race. The second day competition includes: 
30 minutes practice session, 2 laps qualifying session and a 30 minute race. 
 
Deluxe Competitor Hospitality 
At each Jim Russell Championship Series event, full trackside hospitality is 
offered at the trackside Jim Russell Campus Center. This multimillion dollar 
facility is the perfect location to host your sponsors, friends and family. The 
building offers a tremendous view of the track. The hospitality center will serve a 
light breakfast, lunch, and snacks throughout the day on all race days. 
 
Classification and Awards 
Within the Jim Russell Championship Series there are three individual 
championships: the Jim Russell Championship Class and the Jim Russell 
Masters Class and Rookie of the Year.  
 
For each class, the following prizes will be awarded for the 2010 season: 1st 
place will receive one free season, 2nd place will receive ½ free season and 3rd 
place will receive two free race weekends. 
 
Additionally, a Rookie Cup will be awarded to the driver meeting the eligibility 
requirements. 

 
Enrollment: To enroll in the Jim Russell Racing Drivers School Programs please go to: 

www.jimrussellusa.com 
 



 

 

 About Jim Russell   
 Racing Drivers School: The Jim Russell Racing Drivers School offers a complete driver training program 

that includes instruction from some of the finest coaches in the world, technical 
instruction from industry leaders, and educational seminars on being a complete 
racing driver. Seminars and additional educational opportunities are conducted 
during the course of each race weekend.  

  
 Many drivers use the Jim Russell Championship Series (the official racing series 

of Jim Russell), as a launching pad for their careers in professional open wheel 
and sports car racing throughout the world.  

About the Jim Russell  
Championship Series:   The Jim Russell Championship Series is the official racing series of the Jim 

Russell Racing Drivers School. The series has been designed to foster and 
identify talent from the pool of graduates and competitors. The emphasis in the 
series is on value. We have endeavored to create the best value equations 
currently available in motor racing. Our philosophy is that a career in motorsports 
should be as merit-based as possible, not purely a financial equation.  

   
 In its second year, the Championship Series kicked off 2009 on April 18 at 

Infineon Raceway in Sonoma, California. The schedule will complete on 
November 13, where two champion drivers will be announced; one for the 
Championship Class and one for the Master Class. All Championship races are 
held at Infineon Raceway, including a special exhibition that will run during the 
Grand Prix of Sonoma on Sunday, August 23, 2009.  

 
For more information on the Jim Russell Championship Series, please visit 
www.jimrussellusa.com. 
 

About Emotive: Emotive Experiential Performance is an international marketing agency that 
creates events that deliver the ultimate moment for consumers to experience 
the product difference for themselves.  They experience it, they live it, they own 
it.  This experience is the start of brand ownership that leads to brand loyalty. 
Emotive has offices in Sonoma, California; London, England; and Munich, 
Germany.  Connecting people with cars.  www.emo.tv  

  
Media contacts:   Art Tavana 
  BNC PR 
 310/854-4800  
 atavana@bncpr.com 


